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[0009] \^ 
[Preferred Embodim( 



the Invention] 



A preferred embodiment of the invention will be described with reference 
to the figures. Fig. 1 shows an intemal configuration of a carpet in accordance 
with an embodiment of the present invention. 



In carpet 1, a plurality of (in this figure, three) extremely thin hubs 2 is laid 
out (for example, implanted in carpet 1) at regular intervals. Hub 2 is connected 
to power source cable 3. Power source cable 3 extends outside carpet 1 and 
provides a connection with an extemal power source. A plurality of hubs 2 are 
connected to each other by inter-hub connection cable 5. 



A plurality of LAN cables 4 extends fi"om hub 2, and is laid out in carpet 1. 
Connectors of LAN cables 4 are exposed (or extend) outside of carpet 1. 
Terminal devices such as computers or printers can be connected to the connectors 
directly or through relay cables. Also, LAN cables firom another carpet or relay 
devices for connecting another LAN Ccui be connected to the connectors. It is to 
be noted that the unused LAN cables 4 may remain. 
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Concise Explanatioirof Relevance (JPl 1-1 54963 A) 

JP11-154963A discloses a carpet comprising: a plurality of extremely thin 
hubs; power cables of the hubs; and a plurality of LAN cables which extend from 
the hubs. 
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